
THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF GEORGIAN BLUFFS

BY-LAW NO.  69-2001

BEING a by-law to regulate the removal of topsoil within the Township of Georgian Bluffs. 

WHEREAS the Topsoil Preservation Act, R.S.O. 1990, T.12 provides that Councils of
municipalities may, by by-law, regulate or prohibit the removal of topsoil from within the
municipality or in any area or areas thereof as designated in the said By-law;                                    
                                         
AND WHEREAS the Council of the Township of Georgian Bluffs deems it desirable to regulate,
by by-law, the removal of topsoil from within the Township of Georgian Bluffs and to prohibit the
removal of such topsoil except in accordance with the requirements hereof;
                                     
NOW THEREFORE the Council of the Corporation of the Township of Georgian Bluffs enacts
as follows:

Title
This By-law may be cited as the “Topsoil Removal By-law of the Township of Georgian Bluffs.

Application
This By-law shall apply to all lands within the corporate limits of the Township of Georgian
Bluffs.

Definitions
“By-law Enforcement Officer” means the Officer or employee of the Corporation being

charged with the duty of enforcing the provisions of the
Topsoil Removal By-law.

“Council” means the Municipal Council of the Corporation of the
Township of Georgian Bluffs.

“Lot” means a parcel of land described in a deed or other document
legally capable of conveying land, or shown as a lot or block
on a registered plan of subdivision.

“Municipality” means the Corporation of the Township of Georgian Bluffs.

“Permit Holder” means the person or persons who are issued a permit by the
Municipality to remove topsoil.

“Rehabilitation” means the leaving of at least 10 centimetres (4 inches) of
topsoil of even depth on the lands from which topsoil is
being removed or where all topsoil has been removed from
the lands or any part thereof, replacing it with a like quality
topsoil to an even depth of at least 10 centimetres (4 inches).

“Topsoil” means that horizon in a soil profile, known as the “A”
horizon, containing organic material.

Scope
No person shall remove topsoil within the Corporation of the Township of Georgian Bluffs except
in accordance with the regulations hereinafter contained.
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Regulations
Topsoil Removal Permit No person shall remove topsoil, except under the authority of a

permit issued by the municipality.

Application for Permit All applications for a Topsoil Removal Permit shall be made to the
Clerk of the municipality, on the prescribed form and shall be
accompanied by an application fee of One Hundred Dollars
($100.00).

Site Plans The site plan which forms part of the prescribed application form
shall be prepared by the applicant or by a person on his behalf and
shall be in the prescribed form and shall show:

a) a key map showing the location of the site;
b) a general desscription of the site, including lot and

concession lines, if any;
c) the location of the site;
d) the name and address of the owner of the site;
e) the acreage of the site and the area to be excavated;
f) volume of material to be removed (in cubic metres);
g) the existing and estimated final elevations of the site;
h) the use of the land and the location and use of the buildings

and other structures within 150 metres of the site;
i) the location, dimensions and use of the buildings and other

structures existing or proposed to be erected on the site;
j) every entrance to and exit from the site;
k) any significant natural features;
l) the water table and any existing and proposed drainage

facilities on the site;
m) the sequence or direction of operation; and
n) the final rehabilitation plan

and may show such other information as the applicant
considers advisable.

Matters to be Considered Council, in considering an application for a permit, shall have regard
to:

a) the preservation of the character of the environment;
b) the rehabilitation of the site and after-use;
c) possible effects on ground and surface water patterns;
d) any proposed aesthetic improvements to the landscape;
e) such other matters as they consider appropriate.

Security Deposit Applicants for a Topsoil Removal Permit shall, before the permit is
issued, pay to the Treasurer, a security deposit calculated by
multiplying the maximum number of cubic metres to be removed
under the permit by the rate of 20 cents (20¢) per cubic metre.

Expiration of Permit A topsoil Removal Permit shall expire at such time as the site has
been rehabilitated, as outlined in the approved permit application, as
verified in writing by the By-law Enforcement Officer or eight (8)
months after the date of issue of the permit, whichever comes first.

Reimbursement At such time as the rehabilitation is completed by the applicant, as
specified in the approval permit, the By-law Enforcement Officer
shall inspect the subject lands and if he is satisfied that the
conditions of the permit have been met, shall authorize the refund of
the security deposit.
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Forfeiture If the rehabilitation specified in the permit is not carried out in
accordance with the conditions of the permit, then the Council may
authorize any person or persons to enter upon the lands subject to
the permit and perform such work as is necessary to complete the
rehabilitation program.  The costs of such work shall be deducted
from the security deposit.

Costs Exceeding In the event of the rehabilitation costs exceeding the security
Security Deposit deposit in a forfeiture situation, then the municipality shall recover

such additional costs in like manner as municipal taxes pursuant to
The Municipal Act.

Suspension or The Council may at any time, suspend or revoke a permit
Revocation for any contravention of this by-law or vary the

conditions of the permit upon written notice to the applicant 
stating the reason for their actions.

Service of Notice A copy of any permit issued shall be forwarded to the Grey County
Planning Department.

Transfer of Permits A permit issued under this By-law is not transferrable.

Where By-law and Regulations NOT to apply
The provisions of this By-law and the regulations set out herein do not apply to:

(a) the removal of topsoil as an incidental part of a normal agricultural practice including such
removal as an incidental part of sod-farming, greenhouse operations and nurseries for
horticultural products;

(b) the removal of topsoil as an incidental part of drain construction under The Drainage Act
or The Tile Drainage Act;

(c) the removal of topsoil as an incidental part of operations authorized under The Aggregate
Resources Act;

(d) the removal of topsoil as an incidental part of operations authorized under The Mining Act;

(e) the removal of topsoil by a Crown agency or Hydro One;

(f) the removal of topsoil by the County of Grey;

(g) the removal of topsoil as an incidental part of any construction for which leave to construct
has been granted pursuant to The Ontario Energy Board Act;

(h) the removal of topsoil as an incidental part of the construction of any form of underground
services where the topsoil is removed and held for subsequent replacement;

(i) the removal of topsoil where the quantity of topsoil removed in any one lot does not, in
any consecutive three month period, exceed five cubic metres; and

(j) the removal of topsoil as an incidental part of the construction of a public highway; and

(k) the removal of topsoil as an incidental part of the construction of a building; and

(l) to the extent that it is inconsistent with the terms of any approval or agreement under The
Planning Act or 
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(m) it would prevent the construction of any building, structure, driveway, loading or parking
facilities permitted or required on a lot pursuant to:

(i) a by-law passed by a municipality pursuant to Section 34 of The Planning Act,
(ii) an order made by the Minister of Municipal Affairs, Section 47 of The Planning

Act,
(iii) a development permit issued by the Minister of Municipal Affairs pursuant to The

Niagara Escarpment Planning and Development Act or an exemption granted
pursuant to clause 23(2)(c) of the said Act.

Validity
Every regulation of this By-law is declared to be severable from the remainder of the By-law, and
if any regulation of this By-law shall be declared invalid, such declaration shall not affect the
validity of the remainder thereof.

Responsibility
The responsibility for administering this By-law shall be vested in the By-law Enforcement
Officer for the Township of Georgian Bluffs or by such other administrative official of the
Township of Georgian Bluffs as the Council shall designate from time to time.

Inspection of Property
An officer or any person acting under his instructions may, at all reasonable times, and upon
producing property identification, enter and inspect any property where there is reason to believe
that the topsoil is being removed in violation of any of the regulations of this By-law to ensure
that the site plan and the terms and conditions of the permit required herein are being complied
with.

Violations and Penalties
Any person who breaches any provision of this By-law is guilty of an offence and shall be liable
to a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) exclusive of costs for each offence, and
every such penalty shall be recoverable under the Provincial Offences Act R.S.O. 1990.  For the
purposes of this Section, each day that a breach of any provision of this By-law occurs shall
constitute a separate and distinct offence.

Remedies
In the event that any topsoil is removed in contravention of any regulation of this By-law, such
contravention may be restrained by action at the insistence of any ratepayer or of the Corporation
pursuant to The Municipal Act.

Other By-laws
Nothing in this By-law shall operate to relieve any person from the requirement of any other By-
law or requirement of the Municipality in force from time to time, or the obligation to obtain any
licence, permit, authority or approval required under any By-law of the Municipality, the
Corporation of the County of Grey or from any law of the Province of Ontario or of Canada, or
any regulation under the provisions of the Conservation Authorities Act. This by-law rescinds all
previous or existing by-laws of the former Townships of Derby, Keppel and Sarawak on issues
covered by this by-law or contrary to the opinion of this by-law.

Effective Date
This by-law shall come into force and take effect upon the final passing thereof.

Read a first and second time this 18th day of July 2001.

Read a third time and finally passed this 18th day of July 2001.

                                                                                                         
Mayor - Larry Miller        Clerk - Kenneth Clarke

Township of Georgian Bluffs
Regulate Removal of Topsoil By-law No. 69-2001



Township of Georgian Bluffs
APPLICATION FOR A PERMIT

FOR TOPSOIL REMOVAL

Location of Site                                                                                                                           

County                                                                                                                                        

Township                                                                                                                                       

Lot                                                                       Concession                                                   

Applicant

Name                                                                                                                                       

Address                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                      

Owner of the Subject Property

Name                                                                                                                                       

Address                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                      

Location of Project                                                                                                                           

Previous History of property if topsoil operation has been carried out before

                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                              

Topsoil Removal Operation

Date Operation to Begin                                                                                                               

Duration of Operation                                                                                                               

Area to be Worked                                                                                                    Acres

Total Volume of material to be removed, in cubic metres                                                   
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Details of stripping and disposition of stripping

                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                              

Type of excavation equipment to be used

                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                              

Proposed final grades of excavation

                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                              

Proposed excavation setbacks from road and property boundaries where applicable

                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                              

Proposed drainage provisions

                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                              

Are products to be stockpiled                                                                                                   

Duration                                                                                                                                       

Sketch Map

A sketch map is required by By-law No. 69 -2001 and shall accompany this application and
shall include:

a) a key map showing the location of the site;
b) a general description of the site, including lot and concession lines, if any;
c) the location of the site;
d) the name and address of the owner of the site;
e) the acreage of the site and the area to be excavated;

- 3 -



f) volume of material to be removed (in cubic metres)
g) the existing and estimated final elevations of the site;
h) the use of the land and the location and use of the buildings and other structures

within 150 metres of the site;
i) the location, dimensions and use of the buildings and other structures existing or

proposed to be erected on the site;
j) every entrance to and exit from the site;
k) any significant natural features;
l) the water table and any existing and proposed drainage facilities on the site;
m) the sequence or direction of operation; and
n) the final rehabilitation plan;
o) any other information as the applicant considers advisable.

Rehabilitation

Describe the proposed rehabilitation of the property and intended use of the property after
the termination of operations.

                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                              

Signature of Applicant                                                                                                               

Title of Signing Officer, if a Corporation                                                                                       

Date                                                                                                                                                   

S K E T C H      M A P



                     
                                        Key Plan

Note:
Key Plan should show subject lands in
relation to position on property and to the
nearest Town, Village, etc. (not to scale)

Indicate North by adding arrow above. See next page for legend

FIELD SKETCH LEGEND



North Direction to be towards top of
sketch

Probable Outline of Deposit                                                                                                          
                                                Top or Face

Face of Removal Area

Test Hole   F #2

Fence X                        X                      X
                                                 

                                                    X                      X                      X           

Gate
X                      X                          X                     
                                               Gate

Buildings (designate type)
                                             Shed
       House                                                          Barn

Highways                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                   

Other Roads                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                   

River or Creek
                          Long River

Bridge
                                                                                 
                                                                                       designate type

Marsh  Indicates free
 water

Bush

              deciduous                                      coniferous

Trees

                              deciduous                                       coniferous

Railways
Single track                                                                                           

                                                                                                               
Double track                                                                                         

Telephone or Hydro Poles                       F                     F                     F                     F       

CERTIFICATION OF LAND OWNERSHIP



AND

LANDOWNER AGREEMENT

I/We                                                                                                                                              
                                                                   Landowner(s)

the owner(s) of                                                                                                                             
Lot Concession Township

have an agreement with                                                                                                             
                                                                                    Applicant

for the extraction of                                                                                                                    
                                                                                     Materials

and subsequent specified rehabilitation from the described lands.  I am (we are) 

also aware of the above-named operator’s application to the 

Township of Georgian Bluffs under By-law No. 69-2001

for the above-mentioned property.

Witnesses:

                                                                                                                                                         
      As to the signature                 Applicant’s Signature                                            Date
        of the applicant

                                                                                                                                                         
     As to the signature                                   Landowner’s Signature                                          Date
     of the landowner(s)                     

                                                                                                         
                                                                        Landowner’s Signature                                          Date


